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des Traiansbogen in Benevent, Domaszewski analyzes the reliefs on the arch 
and points out how the whole work was intended to celebrate Trajan, 
princeps optimus, as the benefactor of the provinces. No. IX, Die Familie 
des Augustus auf der Ara Pads, as the title indicates, is an interpretation 
of the sculptured groups on the famous Augustan monument, against the 
conclusions of which it should be said that the procession is no longer com- 
monly thought to be that of 13 b.c. Der Festgesang des Horaz auf die 
Begrilndung des Principates, No. XI, is a discussion of Hor. C. 3. 1-6, in 
relation to Augustus' own words in the Monumentum Ancyranum which 
demands the careful attention of students of Horace. 

Of the eight remaining papers only No. XXII, Die politische Bedeutung 
der Religion von Emesa, can be noticed here. In it Domaszewski attributes 
the source of the extraordinary influence exerted by the women of the 
imperial house for the half-century following the marriage of Septimius 
Severus with Julia Domna to the commanding position which the religion 
of Emesa had previously won in Syria. With this monotheistic cult of the 
sun and with oriental theosophy in general the first of the Severi had become 
acquainted probably at the time when he was in command of the legio IV 
Scythica in Syria during the latter years of Marcus Aurelius' reign. How 
completely he had come under this religious influence is shown by the readi- 
ness with which he accepted the guidance of the stars in selecting his second 
wife. Julia Domna, Julia Soaemias, Julia Maesa, and Julia Mamaea were 
all connected with the priestly line of Emesa, whose superior position 
prompted their high ambitions. 

Much more might be said, but this notice has already passed its normal 
bounds. The individual papers all deserve careful study, for in spite of 
their compression and lack of style, they are both stimulating and illumi- 
nating, even where the reader must dissent from their conclusions. 

Clifford H. Moore 
Harvard University 



Opferbrauche der Griechen. Von Paul Stengel. Leipzig: Teubner, 
1910. 
Students of Greek religion well know their constant debt to Paul Stengel. 
For more than thirty years he has modestly and continuously been adding 
to our precise knowledge of Greek ritual by a series of special studies in 
which he has examined the evidence in point in objective fashion and has 
drawn his conclusions uninfluenced by prejudice or by theories previously 
conceived. In response to many requests he has now issued twenty-eight 
of the most important of his studies in a handy volume. Eleven of these 
papers deal with the technical terms of ritual, such as, for example, those 

entitled, I, "Homerisches, Uprjiov, irpuroyovos, Te\r)t<T<ra lKa.T6/Jt.fir/, drrooTreVSeo', 
0vtjas— dvctea— <9uoW J III, "®veiv und ®v£<rOa"; VI, " Xipvaji" '; XIX, 
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"Nexwria"; XXI, '' 'Itpuxruva und ®to/xx>pta" ; of the fourteen which, have to 
do with the manner and meaning of ritual acts the most important are V, 
"Opferblut und Opfergerste"; XV, "Zum griechischen Opferritual"; and 
XXVII, "Buphonien"; the remaining three discuss the nature and worship 
of special divinities under the titles, XVI, " Chthonischer und Totenkult"; 
XVII, "Der Kult der Winde"; and XVIII, "'Ai'Sip kWo™Xo S ." 

Happily Stengel has not followed the usual custom of being content to 
publish his papers in the form in which they originally appeared, valuable 
as such publication would have been; he has instead taken the trouble to 
revise the whole series of articles, rewriting the older when necessary; so he 
has brought all up to date and given the collection a contemporaneous 
character for which scholars will be duly grateful. The table of contents 
gives under each number references to the original place of publication. 

No doubt some of Stengel's results will appear scanty or questionable , 
especially to members of the anthropological or the "comparative" school, 
for of analogous ritual acts and religious practices among other peoples than 
the Greeks he has nothing to say. Probably such analogies could often be 
used to advantage for illustration or explanation of the matters Stengel 
discusses, but the dangers of the "comparative" method are so great that 
we cannot fail to feel a certain satisfaction that the author has chosen to 
confine himself to a consideration of the data which the Greeks themselves 
have left us and to be content with the results which can be obtained there- 
from. This is sound philological method and vastly to be preferred to that 
"comparative" course which has so often led to strange conclusions. 

Cliffokd Hbeschel Moobe 



Die hellenistischen Mysterienreligionen: Ihre Grundgedanken und Wir- 
kungen. Von R. Reitzenstein. Leipzig: Teubner, 1910. Pp. 
212. M. 4. 

One of the most striking phenomena in the course of classical studies 
during the last twenty years has been the increasing appreciation of the 
fact that antiquity must be studied in all its manifestations, and that conse- 
quently the New Testament and the writings of the church Fathers belong 
to the classical philologist as much as to the theologian. The several 
writers of the New Testament, Paul above all the rest, were the children 
of their time no less than Seneca, Epictetus, and Plutarch; their words and 
ideas must be interpreted with due regard to their Hellenistic as well as 
their Jewish environment. How much our knowledge of the language of 
the New Testament has gained from the study of the profane writings of 
the time, especially of the papyri, is well known; it is not too much to expect 
that many of the religious ideas of early Christianity may be illuminated 
by a study of the contemporary non-Christian religious literature. This 



